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But when JEsus ſaw it, he was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid 
unto them—Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of ſuch is the kingdom of GoD. 


1 Perſuade myſelf, that to Chriſtians no name 
can be ſo dear as that of their Maſter; no 
argument (whatever duty the preacher may wiſh 
to enforce) ſo powerful as that which is drawn 
from the precepts and prattices of the benevolent 
Son of Gor. From a conviction of this, I ſhall 
ground what I have to ſay upon the preſent occa- 
ſion, upon that beautiful anecdote in the hiſtory 
of Jeſus, with which the text is connected. 

Our divine Maſter, having croſſed the Jordan 
into Perea (which is deſcribed by Joſephus as a 
fruitful and populous' part of the country) found 
as uſual a multitude of people, with the utmoſt 
eagerneſs, liſtening to his diſcourſes, and eſteem- 
ing themſelves happy in. receiving any marks of 
attention from ſo diſtinguiſhed a charatter as our 
Lord was. Among this crowd of auditors, which 

A 2 curioſity, 
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curioſity, affection, and intereſt had gathered to- 
gether, were a number of devout and affectionate 


parents, who thought that their children could 


not be too carly brought into the notice of the 
illuſtrious Prophet of Nazareth. Seizing, it is 
moR likely, ſome pauſe in his diſcourſe, theſe 


tender mothers preſſed into the innermoſt 


circle of his hearers, and probably upon their 
knees, held up their little infants to the notice 


of the Son of Gov. Why, ye diſciples of the 
Meſſiah, did ye throw cold water upon ſuch a 


ſcene of picty and love? It was becauſe ye had 
not imbibed the ſpirit of your Teacher. Ye re- 


buked and repreſſed theſe ardent worſhippers; but 


Jeſus beheld the ſtruggle, and immediately it was 
concluded. For a moment the diſpleaſure of 


wounded benevolence clouded his heavenly coun- 
tenance, and no deſcription can do him juſtice 


when he cried out, Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the 
kingdom of Gor. Conceive, if you can, the. 
cene that in an inſtant followed. Has the mother, 
who reads this, ever ſolicited a favour for her 
child, which to her appeared of the utmoſt im- 
portance, and in which ſhe hardly dared to hope 
he ſhould ſucceed ? if ſhe has, ſhe can feel ſome- 
thing of the tranſport of theſe Iſraelitiſh mothers, 
when the Redeemer of the world called their chil- 
Uren to him. The Redeemer of the world had 

not 


C8] 
not a cold heart. The utmoſt wiſhes of theſe 
parents were gratified. 


See Iſrael's gentle Shepherd ſand, - 
With all engaging charms ; 

Hark, how he calls his tender lambs, 
And folds them in his arms! 


* Permit them to approach, he cries, 
«« Nor ſcorn their humble name; 

© Tt was to bleſs ſuch ſouls as theſe, 

The Lord of Angels came. 


Criticiſm and curioſity have aſked, what it was 
theſe parents expected Chriſt ſhould do for their 
children? A parent's heart will ſuggeſt a thou- 
ſand reaſons; this is not a ſubje@ of criticiſm» 
but of feeling ; and as revelation has been filent 
T ſhall not damp your feelings by a cold inveſti- 
gation, They wiſhed that Feſus ſhould notice 
their children, and they obtained their deſire. 
Te took them up in his arms, put his hands on them, 
and bleſſed them. Did Jeſus intereſt himſelf in 
the welfare of children? Did he. beſtow his bene- 
| dition on them, and point out the docility of 
their minds, as an emblem of that temper which 
fits us for the kingdom of Gop ?—the followers of 
Feſus can never be indifferent to them! 

The intereſts of children have ever been, con- 
ſidered, by the moſt enlightened characters of the 
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earth, as of the utmoſt importance to mankind. 
The beſt friends of ſociety have dedicated a large 
portion of their time and talents to the culti- 
vation of that mental ground, which, if ſuffered 
to lie fallow, will not only be uſelefs but perni- 
cious. A ſyſtem of education for our youth, of 
all ranks, well planned and ſteadily executed, 
would be a better proof of the real information 
and improvement of the age, than many of thoſe 
ſubtle and curious diſſertations, which upon a 
variety of ſubjects have perplexed inſtead of en- 
lightened our minds; and have ſuffered (it is 
much to be feared) the ſpirit of piety to evapo- 
Tate, while we are nice about names and phraſes. 
The head may be well ſtocked with information, 
while the heart is very cold in ſentiment. 1 ſaid, 
ſome of the greateſt and beſt characters had felt 
for the intereſts, and laboured for the welfare of 
children :—ſ{ome excellent treatiſes, both ancient 
and modern, will confirm this remark, and the 
mention of the profound Locke, and the learned 
and heavenly-minded Malis, will give it full ſoli- 
dity. When ſuch heads and ſuch hearts have 
gone before us, in the path of juvenile inſtruc- 
tion, it muſt be high honour to follow. | 
That there ſhould be a difference of rank in 
the preſent world, is evidently an appointment of 
that WISE AND MERCIFUL PROVIDENCE Which 
orders, in number, weight, and meaſure, all the 
concerns 


\ 


Le 1 
concerns öf it. It is founded on the accidents 


and wants of human life; it is founded on the 
ſtriking difference which appears between the 


intellectual and bodily capacities of men: and it 


would be an eaſy matter to ſhew, that this is an 


arrangement more calculated to cement: ſociety, 


and provide for the increaſe of general happineſs, 
than any other. That there is a higher rank in 
life, to which it is poſſible to riſe, and that this is 
in general to be obtained by honeſty, virtue and 
diligence, is a ſpur to preſervation of charaRer, 
and improvement of underſtanding, the full effects 
of which it is impoſſible to eſtimate. 

From this difference of rank it will follow, that 
inſtruction is not always to be communicated in 


the ſame variety and extent, nor be employed 


uniformly upon the ſame objects. This remark 
holds good as we advance, but it has nothing to 
do with the outſet of the buſineſs; the lines, how- 
ever variouſly they may. be branched out, and to 
whatever extent continued, all diverge from the 
ſame point. The rudiments of education, like 


the general form of man, ever continue the ſame. 


The foundations of a cottage and a palace, 
though not equally wide, are both laid in the 
earth, and conſtructed of the ſame humble mate- 
rials. Beyond theſe ſimple and neceſlary rudi- 
ments of education, it is not the deſign of the 
conduRtors of this inſtitution to go. They en- 
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deavour to lay ſuch a foundation, as may anſwer 
all the common wants of life, and all the probable 
proſpects of thoſe who are under their patronage. 
Should any of them in future life riſe to a higher 


rank in ſociety, it is evident, that the extenſion 


of their original education, when the ground- 
work has been thus laid, will be DIY 
an eaſy talk. 

Upon one part of the plan of this charity I 
would lay my finger, and particularly point it out 
to your notice; it is that attention to morality 
and religious information, which the conduftors of 
it pledge themſelves to keep conſtantly in view. 

In this ſenſe I ſhall take up our Lord's expreſ- 
fon in the text, Suffer little children to come unto 
me, and I ſhall endeavour to point out the neceſ- 
ity and importance of a religious education. I 
am frequently afraid, that amidſt all our light 
and knowledge, this © one thing needful ” is not 
ſafficiently attended to by us. May our Gov, 
and the Gov of our children, pity and pardon 
what is paſt, and aſſiſt and direct us in time to 
come. T ſhall begin, | 

I. With giving a brief ſketch of what 1 amen 
by a religious education. The general outline is 
extremely fimple and obvious; it has been long 
known, and more or lefs adopted in families 
which make any pretenſions to godlineſs. Per- 


haps there have been many miſtakes on this head; 


and 


Wo 
and I know, that it is more eaſy to find out the 
imperfections of old modes, than to deviſe new 


ones which ſhall fully anſwer one's own wiſhes 
and views. Permit me however to- ſuggeſt, that 


in ſome inſtances too much has been required 


from our children. The religious ſervices of the 
family, and eſpecially thoſe of a Lord's-day even- 


ing, are frequently ſo condutted as to give them 


no pleaſure. Far the greater part of ſermons 
are above their comprehenſion, and often turn 
upon ſubjetts which neither entertain nor in- 
ſtrut them. There is danger, leſt their young 
minds ſhould unhappily conceive a diflike to 
religious ſervices on theſe accounts. To remedy 
this, I know of no better mode than the parent's 
condeſcending to carry on the religious exerciſes 
of the younger part of his family, when none be- 
ſides are preſent. Familiar converſation is the 
only way in which we can reach the mind of a 
child. In this, there would be no unneceſſary 
appearance of parade; and if it were undertaken 
with a proper ſenſe of its importance, and con- 
tinued in with conſtant fervent prayer to Gop 
for his bleſſing, I have no doubt of its anſwering 
the end in a great many inſtances. In time, there 


is reaſon to hope, that our children would ſolicit, 


as a favour, to be permitted to join the elder 
branches of the houſe, in whatever ſervices they 
had to perform; and upon ſuch a foundation as 
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theſe previous exerciſes (if judiciouſly managed) 


muſt have laid, it would comparatively be an 


_ ealy matter to raiſe noble edifices of pious inſtruc- 


tion. | | 8 | 
I admit, that a conſiderable portion of time 
muſt be ſpent, and a conſiderable degree of 


thought and reflection exerciſed, to enable one 


to execute ſuch a plan as this with any tolerable 
proſpeR of ſucceſs. But how, 1 would aſk, is it 
poſſible for time to be better employed? In what 
way can our thoughts be more honourably or 
uſefully exerciſed, than in training up immortal 
ſpirits for Gop and glory? To what objects ſhall 
we dare to devote our time and talents, if we re- 
fuſe them to our own children? And let us not 


ſuppoſe, . that ſuch an application of them will 


either be unpleaſant or unprofitable to ourſelves. 
The leading principles of divine knowledge can 


never be too frequently preſented: to our minds; 


and we may be aſſured, that even in theſe ſeem- 
ingly humble, but pious and affeQionate. employ- 


ments, while we are inſtructing others, we ſhall 


pick up a great deal of knowledge ourfelves. 
We ſhall have views of God and man, of virtue 
and vice, of our preſent circumſtances and future 
hopes, which perhaps otherwiſe would never have 


occurred to us: and it is not to be thought a 
trifle, that theſe views ſhould ſtrike us, when our 


hearts are prepared for ſuch impreſſions, when 
| e 
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1 
they are melting with tenderneſs for our off. 
ſpring, warm with the love of Gov, the value of 


a Saviour, and the worth of an immortal foul; 
and therefore we may hope, that they will not all 


be like ſeed ſown by the “ way fide, or upon 


« ſtony ground.“ In theſe labours of love we 
are leſs likely to be influenced by unworthy or 
improper motives. In endeavouring to open the 
minds, and fatisfy the numberleſs queries of little 
children, in pouring out a fervent plain prayer 
for them, levelled as much as poſſible to their 
capacities, no vain glorious ends can be propoſed, 
and perhaps. we are not always free from theſe, 


even in the devotional exerciſes of our own fa- 
milies. 


Much has been faid, both upon the propriety 


and upon the inconveniences of the catechetical 


mode of inſtruction. After conſiderable thought 
upon the ſubject, I am clearly of opinion, that 
upon the whole its advantages greatly preponde- 
rate, and J ſincerely lament that the practice of 
it is ſo much laid aſide: at the ſame time I muſt 
be permitted to ſay, that there have been, and 
perhaps ſtill are, catechiſms put into the hands of 


children, which from their length arc extremely 


burthenſome, and from their contents very im- 
proper for the purpoſe. In ſuch caſes, children 
are diſcouraged and diſguited ; and if with much 
labour they are brought to repeat the words, it is 
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impoſſible they ſhould in many caſes have any 
ideas affixed to them: the value of ſuch informa- 
tion I apprehend is not of much importance. 
All this, however, affords no reaſon why the 
practice ſhould be laid aſide. A ſet of cate- 
chiſms, properly adapted to the capacities of 
children, muſt at all times be a valuable preſent 
to the world. The great and good Dr. Watts, 
that illuſtrious ornament to the Difſenting Cauſe, 
has left us ſome excellent ſpecimens: perhaps, 
with ſome curtailments and alterations, eſpecially 
in the doctrinal parts, nothing fitter for the pur- 
Pole will ever be produced. In addition to theſe, 
if we had a ſmall collection of ſhort, plain ad- 
dreſſes to children, into which nothing ſhould be 
introduced, but truths which are generally ad- 
mitted amongſt us, and which all muſt confeſs to 
lie at the very root of piety and holineſs, accom- 
panied with a few hints to enable a well-diſpoſed 
parent or inſtructor to enlarge and diverſify the 
inſtructions of his little audience, we- ſhould 


obtain a very valuable help in the beſt of all 


caules. | 
As children advance in life, I am firmly per- 


ſuaded, that a plain brief view ſhould be given 


them of the evidences of the Chriſtian Religion. 
As they mix with the world they will hear its 
authenticity denied, and conſequently its autho- 


rity, and claim to attention, controverted. It is 
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not fit they ſhould be unapprized of this; there 


is a common proverb which may be well quoted 
here“ Forewarned, forearmed.”” Lay before 


them the anſwers which are to be given to the 
principal objections, and they will have theſe 
ready, if ever the objections ſhould come. in the 


way. Do not be afraid of doing this. Chriſtia- 
nity will bear examination. The anſwers given 
have ſatisfied your minds; why ſhould they not 
ſatisfy theirs? By thus anticipating their know- 


ledge of the objettions, you ſtrip it of its no- 


velty, and that ſingle circumſtance {trips it of more 
than half its force. And beſides this, you impreſs 
their minds with a ſenſe of your honeſty and 
candour in the buſineſs, and they will rely upon 
you with confidence, when they find nothing con- 
cealed or kept back. The mind of a child loves 
honeſty above all things. | 
The Scriptures, particularly. the hiſtorical 


parts of the New Teſtament, with the concluding 


chapters of moſt of the epiſtles, ſhould, I think, 
very ſoon be put into the hands of children ; and 
frequent opportunities ſhould be taken of aſking. 
them the meaning of particular words, and ex- 
plaining to them the moſt common alluſions which 
the ſacred writers make, and the cuſtoms to which 
they refer: this will clear up many difficulties 
they may have met with, and you will have a fine 


field opened for a number of ſerious and uſeful 
: | remarks. 
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remarks." By the Divine bleſſing, you may be 
enabled to ſay ſuch things in theſe familiar affec- 
tionate converſations, as may never be forgotten 


by your little ones; things for which they may 


bleſs you on the bed of death, things for which 
your Saviour may reward you at the tribunal of 


judgment. 


Affectionate and earneſt prayer for them in 


particular ſhould always cloſe theſe little religious 
lectures. Should 1 be permitted to adviſe, I 
would ſay, let them be always fort; our hea- 
venly FATHRR knows what they have need of, 


as well as we; and that we may be liſtened to 


with intereſt and attention, let them be very plain. 

All this is to be done, not by fits and ſtarts, but 
with regularity ; the evening of the Sabbath eſpe- 
cially affords an opportunity to almoſt every 
well-diſpoſed parent, thus to train up a child in 
the way that he ſhould go, and with ſome degree of 
reſolution (which ſurely could never be better 
exerted) a part of the plan might, by many pa- 
rents at leaſt, be executed every day. 

There is one thing more, which I have to ſay 
upon this head, and it is of more importance than 


all the reſt. May a gracious Gop imprint it on 


our hearts, and enable us in a conſiderable de- 
gree to behave accordingly! Let not your prac 
tice, my Chriſtian friends, counteract your inſtruc. 


tions. However dull or inattentive children may 
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be to our inſtructions, of this we may aſſure our - 
ſelves, that they will ſoon diſcover whether our 
condutt is agreeable to them or not; and though 
they may not have the courage to tell us we are 
inconſiſtent, yet they will ſoon acquire the more 
fatal courage to tread in our ſteps. If therefore 
it could be ſuppoſed that we had no love for 
them, let us have ſome pity for ourſelves. Let 
us not lay up ſuch materials for ſelf-reproach, 
when our counſels are deſpiſed, and all our re- 
proofs ſet at naught. The cuftoms of the world, 
and eſpecially the manners of great cities, are 
dreadfully againſt us in every plan of this kind; 
but ſurely, if we cannot violate ſome of theſe 
empty forms, for the beſt intereſts of our chil- 
dren, we have little claim to the character of 
parents, and ſtill leſs to that of diſciples of Jeſus. 
J obſerve, 

II. That part of education, to. which I have 
now dire&ed you attention, is of unſpeakably 
the Ingheſt importance. It regards particularly 
that part of us which can never periſh, and it 
alſo has the moſt favourable aſpe& upon all the 
preſent intereſts of man. Who are moſt likely to 
be upright and honourable in all their intercourſe 
with mankind ; to make faithful ſervants, ſteady 
friends, and affectionate relatives? The anſwer 
to all theſe queſtions is the ſame—The men of 
undiſſembled piety and goodneſs. How are ſuch 
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charaQers to be formed ? By the bleſſing of Gon 
upon a virtuous and religious education. The 
means are direct, and though not abſolutely cer- 
tain, are the beſt with which we are acquainted. 
Let us then, as chriſtians and true patriots, attend 
to this great object; let us impreſs upon the riſing 
generation, by precept and example, a warm and 


affectionate love to Gop and to all mankind, a 
love to purity of perſonal character; without this 


we have done nothing. The decorum and good 
behaviour, which are built upon any other foun- 
dation than this, will fail in the day of trial. It 
is not only a dangerous, but a falſe maxim, that 
ſterling public virtue can dwell in the breaſt of a 
prevailingly wicked man. 


The religious education of our children is of 
the utmoſt, importance to their own well-being. 


Whether they ſhall become the plagues or the 
ornaments of ſociety ; whether they ſhall be the 


ſtaff or the diſgrace of our old age—will entirely 


depend, for any thing we can do or know, upon 
the inſtructions we communicate, and the exam- 
ples we exhibit to them in the outſet of life. 
Theſe are important conſiderations, but I had 
almoſt ſaid, they are mere trifles when we take an 
eternal world into the account. To think that by 
any thing we can do, we can promote their ever- 
laſting happineſs, or accelerate their progreſs to _ 
final ruin, is enough (one ſhould think) to touch 

every 
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every ſpring of humanity and religion within us. 
Men and brethren are theſe things fo ? Does the 
welfare of immortal ſouls depend upon us? Are 
theſe ſouls connected with us by the deareſt of 
all ties? For them in a thouſand caſes ſhould we 
hazard our lives without a queſtion, and ſhall we 
do any thing to ruin them for ever? Shall we 
negle& any thing to ſave them from the probabi- 
lity of it? Remember, ye criminal parents, who- 
ever ye are, your ſin will ſurely find you out. 
A day of enquiry will certainly come; no ſubter- 
Fuge will avail for your eſcape; no bribe can in- 
fluence your judge; no power can arreft the ſen- 
tence. The ſoul of thy child, it will be ſaid, was 
committed to thy care, what account canſt thou 
render of it now? Did the beſt inſtructions, thou 
wert capable of communicating, aſſiſt its early 
years? Did fervent prayers on its behalf aſcend 
to the throne of divine grace; and above all, did 
a conſcientious and circumſpect example ſecond 
every precept, and make the beſt comment on 
every prayer? If it did, glory, honour, and peace, 
whatever be the fate of thy child, will be thy por- 
tion. If it did not, the word of Gop has pro- 
nounced thy doom; and thine own conſcience, if 
not now, yet in the hour of ſolitude and ficknels, 
and at the approach of death, will ſeel much more 
ſtrongly than I can deſcribe, the agonies of hope- 
leſs remorſe. Gop grant that all parents may 
: {ecure, 
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ſecure; by the divine bleſſing, the teſtimony of a 
good conſcience, to ſhield them in a review of 
their conduct. | 

And I call upon you, ye children of all ranks 
and ages, by your grateful, diligent and teachable 
behaviour, to render the. taſk of your parents and 
teachers, not a painful, but a pleaſant one. A 
great deal is required from your parents and in- 
ſtructors, not a litile is required: from you. In 
vain will they ſpeak, if yoy will not hear. In 


vain will they repeat inſtruttions, if you continue 


to neglect or forget them. Remember, when your 
parents are called upon, at the day of judgment» 
your conduct will allo be examined. Think, my 
dear children, of how much importance it will 
be to you, to hear your Saviour then ſaying, 
% Little children come unto me, yours is the king= 
« dom of Heaven.” This, he will ſay, whatever 
be the conduct of your parents, if you are doing 
all you can to ſecure his approbation. 

On every account, the religious education 
of children is a matter of the higheſt impor- 
tance; and I am ſure, that as, diſciples of him 
who was in ſuch an unſpeakably eminent ſenſe 
the friend of the poor, you will feel every conſi- 
deration which has been advanced with addi- 
tional force, when you conſider it as urged in 
behalf of thoſe, who otherwiſe would moſt of 


them have no inſtruQion at all. The children 
of 
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of poverty are equal, in the ſight of their Maker, 
to thoſe who are clothed in purple and fine linen, 
and fare ſumptuouſly every day. To reſcne ſuch 
innocents as theſe, from the contagion of bad 
example, and affiſt them in the road to everlaſting 
life, are objects to which it is impoſſible you can 
be indifferent. To inform you of the deſign of 
the preſent inſtitution, is all that is neceſſary to 
induce you to give it your moſt cordial ſupport. 
It claims your attention upon every humane, upon 
every chriſtian conſideration. Every affectionate 
and pious mother, who anxiouſly trembles for 
the preſent and future welfare of the child ſhe 
cannot educate, pleads with you in behalf of ſuch 
an inſtitution. Every tender father, who diſabled 
by accident or ſickneſs, cruſhed by the peculiar ſe- 
verity of the preſent diſtaſtrous times, or threatened 
with the ſtroke of death, feels it the bittereſt part 
of his lot that he cannot lead his child towards 
Heaven, pleads with you on this occaſion. Every 
defenceleſs orphan, to whom the world is indeed 
a wilderneſs, pleads with you here. Contraſt 
with the forlorn figures that wander through our 
ſtreets, and pain us with poverty, ignorance and 
vice united, the decent appearance, and the com- 
paratively well-inſtructed minds of almoſt Two 
HUNDRED OBJECTS of your preſent bounty! 
What a feaſt for benevolence! What a proſpect 


for futurity ! What a treaſure laid up in Heaven! 
Look 
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Look forward, my brethren, it is the property of 
man—look forward with hope, it is the privilege 
of the Chriſtian. Strip not the bed of affliction 
and death of ſuch a reflection as this: When 
« the ear heard me, it bleſſed me, and when the eye 
« ſau me, it gave witneſs to me: becauſe I had com- 
« paſſon on the ignorant, and on them that were out 
&* of the way.” Let it not be. a matter of doubt, 
whether, at the tribunal of Gov, a Saviour ſhall 
addreſs you thus: In as much as ye did it to one 
* of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye did ut unta 
« "ones": - | | 

I will add one conſide ration more, and commit 
you to Gov, and the generoſity of your own 
hearts. This is no partial charity; it embraces 
objetts from every quarter, it unites in the nobleſt 
tribute to religion and virtue Chriſtians: of all 
denominations. O let us rejoice, that the days of 
ignorance, prejudice, and miſtake are faſt rolling 


away. In yon blcfſed abode all is charity and 


concord; there we fhall have but one opinion, 
and that will be, that by the GRACE Or Gop we 
have entered our Farr i &'s houſe. 

It is proper to remind you, in a few words, of 
the hiſtory and preſent ſtate of this ſchool, Tt 
was founded in the year 1687, at a time when a 
{ſchool was ſet up by Poulton, a Jeſuit, and public 
notice was given that he would inſtrutt the chil- 
dren of the poor gratzs. To reſcue. the riſing 
| generation 


L&I 

| generation from ſuch hands, three real. patrioty 

ſtepped forwards, Mr. Arthur Shallett, Mr. Sa- 
muel Warburton, and Mr. Ferdinando Holland. 

Under their auſpices this ſeminary was opened, 

and inſtruction was provided for the children of 

the poor upon Prote/tant principles. 

The number of ſcholars was at firſt 40, it is 
now about 180. They are taught to read, write, 
and cypher; and the girls are prepared by ſuit- 
able inſtruRions, for thoſe ſtations in life to which 
PROVIDENCE has probably appointed them. All 
are inſtructed (which was one grand object of the 
original projettors of this charity) in the common 
principles of Chriſtianity, and are thus prepared 
for the ſervice of God and man. As Proteſtant 

Diſſenters, this ſchool has a claim upon your fup- 
port, for it was the firſt inſtitution of the kind in 


which your anceftors were concerned. It is 


ſituated in one of the pooreſt parts of this city ; 
and the children of very. indigent perſons, ſuch 
as watermen, fiſhermen, and others, are taught, 
without any expence to their parents, and fur- 


niſhed with /pelling books, tejtaments, catechiſiis, 


and books for writing and arithmetic. The 
charges of its ſupport are defrayed by the gr/ts, 
ſubſcriptions, and bequejis of private perlons, to- 

gether with one annual collection in this place. 
Indulge me with a few words to theſe lambs of 
the flock of Chriſt, and I have done, My dear 
children, 
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children, I hope you are convinced, that to be 
in favour with ALmicuty GoD is the beſt thing 
for you: the way to gain that favour is, to do 
your duty as well as you can to all with whom 
you are connected; and I am glad, that by the 
inſtructions you receive in this ſchool, you may 
if you pleaſe learn to do it well. Ignorance lays 
a foundation for wickedne/s ; knowledge therefore 
ſhould lead you to be good. —You are moſt of 
you old enough to know ſomething of that GREAT 
and coo0D Gop who has thus diftinguiſhed you 
above others. Hz is your creator, preſerver, 
and bountiful benefactor; he deſerves to be loved 
above all others, for he tenderly loves you—he 


made you at firſt, he has kept you alive to the 


preſent moment, and he will never leave you if 
you depend upon him. Your Teſtaments tell 
you, that he ſent his Son Feſus Chriſt to let the 
world know, how merciful and gracious he is— 
read hþ hiſtory with attention—you will find it 
very entertaining as well as highly important; by- 
and-bye you will underſtand the force of the 
Apoſtle's argument, when he ſaid, Hz that ſpared 
not his own ſon, but delivered him up for us all, how 


all he not with him alſo freely give us all things? 


You know what it is to receive a favour from your 


friends upon earth—you feel thankful, and happy 
to expreſs your thanks: juſt ſo, only in a higher 
degree, you thould feel towards Gon. You can- 

nat 
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not now ſee him, but I hope, that morning and 


night you conſtantly ſay your prayers to him. 
Remember, God always ſees you, you can keep 
nothing from him, and 'therefore it is in vain to 
expett that any of your faults ſhould eſcape his 


notice. Vou may ſometimes' deceive your fel- 


low creatures, but you never can deceive your 


Gov, and fe is angry with the wicked every day. 
Liars, and cheats, and ſwearers, are particularly 
hateful to him, but upon ſincere hearty ſorrow 
and repentance, he will forgive even theſe, and 
he will even love them if they guard againſt re- 
peating their ſins. Be attentive, my dear little 
ones, to all the inſtructions and advices you re- 
ceive; you may perhaps ſometimes think they 
are unneceſſary, but in a very few years you will 
know better. Keep up a high reverence for the 
 Lony's NAME and the Loxy's Day. Go con- 
ſtantly to Church or to Meeting. Remember as 


much as you can of what you hear there; and 


not only remember, but endeavour to do what your 
teachers, friends, and miniſters deſire you. Gon 
bleſs you! and keep you here and hereafter, 
Amen. | SY | 


The End. 


